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MINUTES OF BRECON BEACONS NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY STANDARDS 

COMMITTEE HELD AT PLAS Y FFYNNON, CAMBRIAN WAY, BRECON LD3 7HP 

ON THURSDAY, 7TH MAY, 2015 
 

 

 

PRESENT: 

 

Mr A Bracey (Chairman) 

Dr R Morgan 

Mr I Raynes  

Cllr Mrs J Ward 

Cllr Mrs A Webb 

Mrs M Underwood 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
 

Mr J Parsons (Monitoring Officer) 

Mrs J Gruffydd (Democratic Services Manager) 

 

7/15 Correspondence  

 

The Chairman advised of two items of correspondence: 

 

 A letter he had received from the Authority confirming his reappointment to the 

Standards Committee for a second and final term of four years; 

 A letter received from the Welsh Government in response to the Authority 

advising them of dispensations granted by the Standards Committee on 9 March 

2015. 

 

Members and officers offered the Chairman their congratulations on his reappointment.  

 

8/15 Declarations of Interest  

 

A member asked the Monitoring Officer whether members had an interest in 

amendments to the regulatory documents, as they were bound by them.  The Monitoring 

Officer advised that this interest could be considered a personal one for the three 

National Park Authority appointed members. 

 

9/15 Minutes  

 

RESOLVED:  That the minutes of the Standards 

Committee held on 9 March 2015 be approved and the 

Chairman authorised to sign them as a true record. 

 

10/15 Public Speaking  

 

There were no requests to speak.  The Monitoring Officer confirmed that this was a 

public meeting except when considering exempt items of business. 
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11/15 Consultation on Extension of Powers of the Ombudsman  

 

The Monitoring Officer advised that this consultation had come from the Welsh 

Assembly’s Finance Committee and included a number of key issues such as giving the 

Ombudsman a role in advising on complaints handled across public services.  He had sent 

a joint response from the Brecon Beacons and Pembrokeshire Coast National Parks but 

had not received an acknowledgement to date. Members noted the response but had no 

further comments. 

 

12/15 Consultation on redrafting of Principles of Good Administration  

 

The Monitoring Officer drew attention to a consultation document issued by the 

Ombudsman, Principles of Good Administration and Good Records Management.  It 

reviewed how documentation was handled by local authorities including large 

organisations such as health boards.  He would like to see this implemented in the 

National Park Authorities. 

 

A member commented that the case studies used were not relevant to National Park 

Authorities, given their small size, although it would be useful to have failure of the 

planning service as an example.  The Monitoring Officer advised that the Ombudsman was 
dealing with large scale systemic failures and that ‘one size’ was needed for all but he 

would include a suggestion under the response to question 3 that they use the example of 

this Authority putting third party correspondence online in an attempt to be open and 

transparent and then being required to retract this because of data protection issues. 

 

13/15 Local Government Byelaws (Wales) Act 2012  

 

The Monitoring Officer advised that this was the first piece of Welsh legislation.  

Members noted that National Park Authorities could already make byelaws, but that the 

process for doing so had now been simplified. 

 

A member raised the issue of new environment funding being made available to local 

authorities but not National Park Authorities.  In a time of financial constraints this was of 

concern.  The Monitoring Officer offered to draft a letter for the member to send to the 

Welsh Government in her role as Biodiversity Champion for the Authority. The 

Chairman would also do further research into this. 

 

14/15 PSOW Revised Guidance on Members' Code of Conduct  

 

The Monitoring Officer advised that he had taken members through the Ombudsman’s 

revised guidance on the Code of Conduct in their recent training session.  A member 

suggested that Appendices 1 and 2 be copied on A3 and laminated for the Members 

Room, with a smaller version circulated to members to keep as a quick reference. 

 

15/15 Quick Guide to the Code of Conduct  

 

Members considered the Quick Guide to the Code of Conduct which had been in use 

since 2008 and now needed updating to ensure the advice was correct.  It was suggested 

that the flow diagrams in the Ombudsman’s Guide to the Code of Conduct be included. It 
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had originally been based on a guide from Carmarthenshire County Council and it was 

suggested that they be asked whether they had produced a more up to date version. 

 

A member suggested including the Nolan Principles as an additional reminder of the need 

for high standards. 

 

It was agreed that the Democratic Services Manager would circulate a word version of 

the guide for members’ comments and then she would liaise with the Chairman on a 

second draft. 

 

The Chairman welcomed the Standards Committee being proactive on this. 

 

16/15 Review of Regulatory Documents  

 

Members considered proposed amendments to regulatory documents which had also 

been reviewed by the Corporate Management Team and the Governance and Member 

Development Working Group. 

 

In the Standing Orders the committee agreed that clarification was needed to paragraph 

13 in respect of debating motions and the Monitoring Officer would review this before 

the Authority considered the document on 22 May. 
 

Members had no further comment on proposed changes to any of the documents and 

endorsed the recommendations. 

 

RESOLVED:  That subject to clarification on paragraph 13 

of the Standing Orders, proposed amendments to the 

Standing Orders, Planning Protocol, Member Officer 

Protocol and the Members Dispensation Policy be 

endorsed for approval by the Authority on 22 May 2015. 

 

17/15 Standards Conference Cardiff 2015  

 

Members considered the programme for the Standards Conference on 20 October 2015 

and agreed that it was relevant to their role.  After discussion it was agreed that one 

independent member would attend the event and report back to the committee.  It was 

noted that materials from such events were usually made available afterwards.  The 

Democratic Services Manager would make this recommendation to the Authority on 22 

May 2015. 

 

RESOLVED:  That the Authority be recommended to 

send one independent member (to be decided nearer the 

event) to the Standards Conference in Cardiff on 20 

October 2015. 

 

18/15 Consideration of PSOW Annual Report 2013-14  

 

Members received the Ombudsman’s Annual Report and asked the Monitoring Officer to 

back up a request for more varied case studies, given that planning was the third most 

frequent area of complaint (with reference to page 238). 
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The Monitoring Officer drew attention to the summary of complaints about National Park 

Authorities (page 278) and advised that while this Authority had more complaints, only 

one had been upheld.  He was a little concerned that this data could be taken out of 

context by the Wales Audit Office when reviewing performance of the Authority and 

would raise this with the Chief Executive. 

 

19/15 Cap on Members Indemnity Insurance  

 

The Monitoring Officer gave a verbal report on this and advised that the Ombudsman had 

requested that local authorities standardise their procedures for dealing with alleged 

breaches of the code of conduct.  The Authority currently had indemnity insurance in 

place to cover any member’s legal costs if alleged to have broken the code, costs which 

the member was required to pay if they were convicted and sanctioned.  If no sanction 

was applied then it was up to the Authority’s discretion, with the Standards Committee 

responsible for applying the indemnity.  Members were asked to recommend to the 

Authority placing a cap on the indemnity insurance and suggested that this be in line with 

Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority, which the Monitoring Officer advised was 

£10,000. 

 

RESOLVED:  That the Monitoring Officer write a report 
for the National Park Authority recommending a cap of 

£10,000 for Members Indemnity Insurance. 

 

Subsequent to the meeting the Monitoring Officer ascertained that whilst he had 

recommended a cap of £10,000 to the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority 

their members had opted to set a cap of £20,000.  In the current financial climate he was 

recommending a cap of £10,000 to the Brecon Beacons National Park Authority. 

 

20/15 Other Business  

 

Review of Designated Landscapes 

 

The Monitoring Officer advised that he had met with John Lloyd Jones, the Chairman of 

the Review Panel currently looking at the governance of National Park Authorities. He 

was interested in the views of members and how local government organisation might 

impact on National Park Authorities.  The Monitoring Officer would be submitting his 

own personal views on the appointment of members but it was envisaged that the Panel 

would be meeting with the Authority before the consultation period ended. 

 

Query to Ombudsman 

 

The Monitoring Officer reported that he had sought advice from the Ombudsman on the 

question raised at the last meeting about whether members who had declared a 

prejudicial interest but not sought dispensation to speak, could stay in the meeting if they 

addressed the meeting under the Authority’s public speaking scheme.  He was advised 

that there is currently such a case under consideration but stood by the guidance that 

members had to leave the meeting.  However, they accepted that people might take a 

different view.  He would update members further on this point once the case had been 

determined. 
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The Chairman thanked everyone for a useful meeting and commented that this was the 

kind of meeting he had envisaged for the committee. 

 

 

 

 

Signed as a correct record 

Chairman of the Standards Committee 

 

 


